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WENDY D. PURIEFOY, PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK, COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT BUSH’S PROPOSED FY 2007 BUDGET
Washington, D.C. - President Bush's vision for making America more competitive in the global economy and making America safer and more secure cannot be accomplished without consistent investment in high-quality public education. The recent budget proposed by the President for FY 2007 undermines existing federal school reform efforts, particularly efforts specifically aimed at poor and disadvantaged children. The budget also creates a new set of fiscal challenges for public schools working diligently to improve students’ ability to read at grade level and to enable children to enter kindergarten ready to learn and achieve.

Specifically, the President’s budget eliminates $3.8 billion in funding for 42 education programs, including vocational education, parent involvement, dropout prevention, educational technology, arts education, GEAR UP, the Perkins Loan Program, Comprehensive School Reform, school counseling, funding for gifted students, and dozens of other targeted programs.

"This budget clearly leaves children behind," said Wendy D. Puriefoy, president of Public Education Network. "The realities of the FY 2007 budget make it obvious that deep cuts to critical education programs will come disguised as fiscal discipline and deficit reduction at a time when serious accountability measures have been demanded of states and school districts. The President’s budget is out of step with the needs of America’s working families, who want a President who will put education first.”
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Public Education Network (PEN) is a national association of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to advance public school reform in low-income communities across our country. PEN's mission is to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education for all children. http://www.PublicEducation.org
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