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Nebraska-based School Improvement Advocate Joins 
Public Education Network Board of Directors

WASHINGTON, District of Columbia—November 30, 2005—Public Education Network (PEN) announced that Barbara Bartle, executive director of the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools, has joined the PEN Board of Directors. Ms. Bartle was elected at PEN’s annual meeting on November 13, 2005. 

“Barbara brings an incredible wealth of knowledge and wisdom to Public Education Network from having so ably led one of our nation’s most effective local education funds,” said Wendy D. Puriefoy, PEN’s president. “Barbara knows in great depth the challenges that school reformers, parents and whole communities face in fighting for high-quality public schools for every child.” 

Barbara Bartle has served as the Executive Director of the Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools for 14 years. The Foundation was established in 1989 to provide the margin of excellence for the students and staff in the Lincoln Public Schools in Lincoln, Nebraska. After teaching at the elementary level for seven years, Barbara was named the coordinator of volunteers at the Lied Center for Performing Arts. She was the liaison to the Friends of Lied and worked with the organization to establish Lied chapters across the State of Nebraska. After three years, she accepted her current position at the Foundation. While building the capacity of the Foundation, she has served as a consultant to other local education funds across the country.

A member of several professional fundraising organizations, Barbara has served as president of Rotary Club 14, the Nebraska Repertory Theater and is currently on the board of directors for the Dimensions Educational Research Foundation, the Malaika Foundation, and the Meadowlark Music Festival.

“PEN’s community-based school reform network is on the front lines in engaging people from all walks of life to demand and mobilize resources for quality public education, the bedrock of democratic societies,” said Ms. Bartle. “I have been particularly impressed with PEN’s vision and mission and the network’s commitment to fighting for educational excellence for all children, not just the privileged few. I am especially looking forward to working with and learning in partnership with other local education funds, and from David W. Hornbeck and all the talented and dedicated board and staff members who have guided this outstanding organization.” 

PEN seeks to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education for all children. PEN believes community engagement is the missing ingredient in school reform, and that the level of public involvement ultimately determines the quality of education provided by public schools.
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To interview or speak directly with Barbara Bartle, please contact:

Barbara Bartle (BBartle@lps.org)

Executive Director

Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools

5901 O Street

Lincoln, NE 68510

(402) 436-1612

About Public Education Network (PEN)

Public Education Network is a national association of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to advance public school reform in low-income communities across our country. 

PEN and its LEF members work to bring the community voice to the debate on quality public education in 34 states including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Serving more than 11.5 million students in 16,000 schools, LEFs are helping their communities adopt action plans for standards and accountability, schools and community services, and teacher quality. In addition, PEN's international affiliate serves 300,000 children in the Philippines and 6 million children in Peru. 

Since 1983, Public Education Network has generated nearly $3 billion in resources and grants for public education improvement worldwide.schools and communities, and strengthen relationships among parents, teachers and students.
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