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PEN Weekly NewsBlast Rated One of the Top 10 Most Influential Education Policy Sources
WASHINGTON – (December 15, 2006) – The PEN Weekly NewsBlast, published by Washington-based Public Education Network (PEN) has been named by the Editorial Projects in Education Research Center (The EPE Research Center) as one of the top 10 most influential sources of education policy information.

The EPE Research Center, with support from the Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, conducted a study entitled “Influence:  A Study of the Factors Shaping Education Policy” that examined factors that influenced the educational policy landscape during the past decade. 
"It is exciting to be recognized in the same company as Education Week, the New York Times, and the Washington Post,” said Wendy D. Puriefoy, PEN president and CEO.  “We will continue to strive to be a high quality information source for anyone who wants to be ‘in the know’ about news and ideas that affect public education.”

The study also recognized Bill Gates as education policy’s most influential person and the U.S. Congress as the most influential education organization.  The National Assessment of Educational Progress was considered the most influential information source.
To view the rankings, visit: http://www.edweek.org/tb/2006/12/13/1140.html
To read the full study, visit: http://www.edweek.org/rc/index.html
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 79 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  http://www.PublicEducation.org.
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