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PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK TO HOST PUBLIC HEARINGS 

FOR CITIZENS ON THE IMPACT OF NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND 

Forums to Bring the Public Voice to Decision Makers

WASHINGTON—May 20, 2004—Public Education Network (PEN) today announced it will host citizen forums in communities across the country to gather public opinion on the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act and its impact. The purpose of the hearings is to provide the public with an opportunity to share their views about NCLB’s influence on their public schools and communities.

“Given the magnitude of NCLB’s intent to transform public education, we must listen to the voices of all community members, parents, and students affected by this law. The education of our children is one of the most central responsibilities we have as citizens in a democratic society,” says PEN President Wendy D. Puriefoy.

PEN’s public hearings held in conjunction with state and regional partners give the public the opportunity to be heard on a wide range of NCLB and school-related issues. The first hearing will take place on Thursday, May 20th, in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in collaboration with the Pennsylvania Public Education Partnership, followed by a June 2nd hearing in Boston, in collaboration with the Rennie Center for Education Research and Policy at MassINC. Public hearings are scheduled in other locations including Sacramento and Los Angeles in late June. Beginning June 1st, the public can also provide testimony by e-mail at GiveKidsGoodSchools.com. Additional hearings in other states will be held later this summer and in the fall. For further schedule information, visit www.PublicEducation.org or www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.com.
The hearing proceedings will be compiled into a national report that will be distributed to the public, public officials at the local, state, and national levels, a broad range of education stakeholders and the media. The NCLB hearings are supported by a number of foundations including the George Gund Foundation, the Nellie Mae Education Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation, and the Open Society Institute. 

Public Education Network is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to improve public schools and build public support for quality public education for poor and disadvantaged children in low-income communities across the nation. PEN and its 89 LEF members work in 34 states and the District of Columbia on behalf of 11.1 million children in more than 1200 school districts, seeking to bring the community voice into the debate on quality public education in the firm belief that an active, vocal constituency will ensure every child, in every community, a quality public education.
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