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STATEMENT ON 2008 STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

Quality public education must be a top priority for presidential candidates and all elected officials
WASHINGTON – (January 28, 2008) – The following is a statement on the 2008 State of the Union Address from Wendy D. Puriefoy, president, Public Education Network:

Tonight, President George W. Bush spoke yet again about national priorities and serious problems that threaten America’s security.
There is no question Americans value peace and security.  However, countless polls also indicate that Americans view quality public education as a cornerstone of the democracy that helps ensure a proper sense of national security. Quality schools that receive adequate federal, state and local resources are crucial to our nation’s future prosperity, success, and security. 


Americans believe that the public school is the primary vehicle for increasing student achievement and that every child has the right to a quality public education. However, they do not believe schools can accomplish this feat alone.  The responsibility for ensuring public school success and high student achievement belongs to all of us.  America’s children do not need vouchers that take them away from public schools.  They need all of us to improve the public schools we have so that high achievement is attainable by all.

President Bush again said public education can be reformed by the effective implementation of federal education law, most specifically, the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  Whether NCLB is re-authorized this year or not, any such law is only part of the solution required to implement comprehensive school reform.  Again, we do not need vouchers to divide our country into have and have-not schools.  We need parental involvement, along with involvement by all sectors of a community, in order to improve our nation’s schools.   We need to unite our nation around our public schools, not divide them by proposing a $300 million voucher program.
While matters such as the war, health care, and the economy continue to divide Americans, a properly educated populace is one that can make the difficult decisions necessary to move this country into the future.  The shared growing concern about public education quality is a force that brings together every segment of our population – young and old, Democrat and Republican, white and minority, urban and non-urban – in a common cause.  Public Education Network asks all public servants and those who wish to become elected officials to remember that quality public education must be one of their top concerns in 2008 and beyond.  

ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK
Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 83 members work in 32 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and five foreign countries.  It serves more than 12 million U.S. children or approximately 24 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org
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