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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Mary Stanik, Director of Communications, (202) 719-9763, MStanik@PublicEducation.org.  
Communities Nationwide Celebrate Give Kids Good Schools Week
Public Education Network Releases Quiz That Assesses Individual and Community Involvement in Education 
WASHINGTON – (Oct. 11, 2007) – Public education continues to receive scant mention on the national campaign trail, yet, in communities nationwide, thousands of ordinary Americans will take part in the second annual Give Kids Good Schools Week between Oct. 15 and 21. 
The week, sponsored by Public Education Network (PEN), highlights PEN’s national campaign to give Americans the information, knowledge and power they need to take action to improve their public schools. Give Kids Good Schools Week is the signature national event of PEN’s Give Kids Good Schools initiative launched in 2006 to build a constituency of Americans committed to using their voices and votes to ensure that every child receives a quality public education.
The events celebrating the Week serve to encourage more citizens and communities to LEARN the facts about quality public schools, VOTE to support and promote quality public education both in local communities and across the country, and ACT by letting public officials and others know that quality public education should be a top priority all year long.  
In conjunction with the week, PEN will release a unique and easy-to-use quiz which individuals can take to assess their individual involvement in public education. The quiz, available at www.givekidsgoodschools.org, also measures the level of involvement the participant’s community has in working on behalf of public schools.  Once completed, the quiz provides participants with resources individuals and communities can use to improve their public schools.  

“Every American needs to understand the inherent value quality public education plays in ensuring the vitality of their communities and the prosperity of our democracy and our economy,” said Wendy D. Puriefoy, PEN president.  “To forge strong communities, it is imperative that students complete high school and earn an education that enables them to succeed in college without remediation, or permits them to become valuable members of the nation’s workforce. This guarantees that students learn the necessities of citizenship, and thereby clearly understand the intrinsic value of equitable access to quality public schools.”
Give Kids Good Schools Week will include more than 70 events in 16 states and the District of Columbia aimed at engaging the public in improving public schools. The activities will provide students, parents and communities with everything from school supplies to information on education initiatives and best practices and forums to express educational concerns with policymakers. These events will enable communities to become an integral player in improving their local public schools and to show their ardent support for quality public education for all. A sample of activities to be held by PEN’s member local education funds includes:
· Houston A+ Challenge will host several events in Houston throughout the week, including a series of school visits highlighting the best practices for everything from integrating arts into the curriculum to working with small learning communities. 
· Youth Development Commission in Detroit will participate in the Metro Detroit Lights on After-School Celebration on Oct. 18, which intends to highlight the importance of quality after school programs. 
· The statewide KnowledgeWorks Foundation (based in Columbus, Ohio) will host community engagement meetings throughout Ohio during the week, which will launch a process that will culminate in 2008 with a statewide town hall meeting.  
· The Foundation for Madison Public Schools in Madison, Wis. will organize a “Principal for a Day” event on Oct. 16.  Prominent members of Madison’s business and government communities will perform the daily duties of their principals to better understand the inner workings of schools. 
· The statewide Education Alliance (based in Charleston, W.Va.) will co-sponsor (with West Virginia University) the 10th Annual Capital City Pumpkin Drop on Oct. 26, which brings together students from across the state to determine who has best applied their scientific knowledge to build an enclosure or apparatus capable of protecting a pumpkin from damage.   Engineering students from West Virginia University will be the judges.
· Pittsburgh A+ Schools will organize “Pathways to Student Success,” a series of community discussions that will explore how best to improve student outcomes. The first discussion, Making Schools Welcoming: A Discussion About Parent Engagement, will be held today, and will include the participation of over 100 parents. 
For information on all Give Kids Good Schools Week events across the country, go to:  www.givekidsgoodschools.org 
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 82 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.

##

Public Education Network

601 Thirteenth Street NW #710S

Washington, DC  20005

202-628-7460:  FAX:  202-628-1893

