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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Mary Stanik, Director of Communications, 202-628-7460, ext. 258, MStanik@PublicEducation.org.  
STATEMENT ON SUPREME COURT SCHOOL RACIAL DIVERSITY DECISION
Court’s rejection of voluntary student assignment programs damages America’s moral compact
WASHINGTON – (June 28, 2007) – The following is a statement from Public Education Network President and CEO Wendy D. Puriefoy regarding the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision to reject voluntary public school assignment plans in Seattle and Jefferson County, Ky.:
“The decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to reject voluntary public school assignment plans based on race is a sad point in our democracy’s history.  Given the impact race has in American society, this decision will inflict serious damage to our nation’s moral compact, now and well into the future.  This compact, which Americans hold so dear, promises protection of certain inalienable rights,  accorded regardless of race.  In the more than 50 years that have passed since the Brown v. Board of Education decision, we have seen countless benefits accrue to generations of children as a result of conscious racial diversity policies.  Racially diverse educational settings provide sound environments for children of all races to achieve academically, develop socially, and live and work on a diverse planet.  The majority of Americans believe in racial diversity in their public schools.  Many advocates had hoped that this court would provide a legal breakthrough to endorse continued public school integration.” 
The “friend of the court” brief supporting the voluntary integration plans that was filed with the U.S. Supreme Court in October 2006 by the Council of Great City Schools and Public Education Network is available at:  http://www.publiceducation.org/press_releases.asp
Special note about Wendy Puriefoy:  Puriefoy served as a special monitor for the court-ordered public school desegregation that took place in Boston in the 1970s.
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 82 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.
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