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PEN RELEASES NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT RE-AUTHORIZATION POSITION
Calls for increased parental and community involvement and better retention/training of highly qualified teachers
WASHINGTON – (June 6, 2007) – The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) should do more to retain and train highly qualified teachers, employ student-focused accountability systems, and increase parental and community involvement, according to the position on the act released by Public Education Network (PEN) today.

The position makes recommendations in five areas important to public school quality, including:  highly qualified teachers; accountability systems; use of data and analysis; including communities to achieve shared accountability; and, strengthening parental involvement.

“Public Education Network believes that the federal government should play a key role in ensuring that all children receive a quality public education,” said PEN President and CEO Wendy D. Puriefoy.  “While PEN believes NCLB has helped focus national attention on issues of equity, school reform and highlighting existing student achievement gaps, we want any re-authorization to promote innovation, improve accountability, and increase support for consistently under-performing schools.  Although NCLB has called attention to the need to do more to ensure that all students have access to a quality public education, the act should be dramatically changed to better help schools and communities serve students more effectively.”
The PEN position summary recommendations are:

· Retain the act’s emphasis on highly qualified teachers but provide resources required to help teachers become more effective in data- and student-focused school environments.  Congress should not implement policies that lead to barriers in retaining high quality teachers.  It also should make certain talented new teachers are encouraged to enter the profession.

· Schools need a student-focused, comprehensive accountability system that rewards progress and encourages continuous improvement.

· Improve the use of data and analysis to make teaching and learning more meaningful.

· Expand the opportunity for shared accountability by including the community as partners.

· Strengthen the parental involvement provisions.

In addition, PEN is calling for action to:

· Increase capacity at the state and local level to provide school and student supports in implementing NCLB, especially for low-performing schools or schools in need of corrective action.

· Increase federal support and leadership in research and identification of best practices.  Increase allowances for local flexibility that recognizes community and student differences, parental and community engagement, and building a national system of incentives to attract the best teachers to the most difficult schools.
· Institute an accountability system that is research-based and focused on incentives.

· Fully fund any re-authorized act.

The release of PEN’s position is the culmination of a three-year long process that included gathering public feedback at hearings in California, Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Texas that were co-sponsored by PEN local education fund members. 

PEN’s position statement, along with a complete set of NCLB informational tools, is available at www.PublicEducation.org.   
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 82 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.
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