[image: image1.png]PUBLIC
EDUCATION
NETWORK

Public involvement. Public education. Public benefit.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Mary Stanik, Director of Communications, 202-628-7460, ext. 258, MStanik@PublicEducation.org
PEN STATEMENT ON “STRONG AMERICAN SCHOOLS/ED in ‘08” CAMPAIGN
WASHINGTON – (April 25, 2007) –.  The following is a statement from Public Education Network (PEN) President and CEO Wendy D. Puriefoy regarding the “Strong American Schools/ED in ‘08” campaign announced today by The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation and The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation:
“Public Education Network is heartened that The Eli and Edythe Broad Foundation and The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation have joined forces to make public education a top issue for the 2008 presidential election.  The American public wants its elected officials to care more, and do more, about public education, and PEN’s most recent poll findings confirm these thoughts.  It is equally important to note that, in effect, “Strong American Schools/ED in ‘08”is calling for an acceleration of the critical public engagement work that is being done -- and has been happening for many years --  by many groups across the country, including PEN’s local education fund members.  PEN’s Give Kids Good Schools campaign, launched in August 2006, reinforces the idea that Americans must take responsibility for the quality of their public schools and must become engaged to “learn, vote, and act” in order to hold elected officials accountable for public education. 
America’s children need and deserve quality public schools.  Public education is the cornerstone of American democracy, and an engaged population that puts political pressure on elected officials – including the president of the United States – will truly make a difference in improving public education and increasing achievement for each and every student in the United States.
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 82 members work in 34 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.
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