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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Mary Stanik, Director of Communications, 202-628-7460, ext. 258, MStanik@PublicEducation.org.  
PEN PRESIDENT/CEO WENDY D. PURIEFOY TO TESTIFY BEFORE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS COMMITTEE TODAY
WASHINGTON – (March 28, 2007) – Public Education Network (PEN) President and CEO Wendy D. Puriefoy will testify before the U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions committee today at 3 p.m. in 430 Senate Dirksen Building. 
Puriefoy will discuss how increasing teacher quality, enhancing the use of data, and developing a progress model of assessment is not possible without employing effective strategies for community engagement and parental involvement.  She will identify major elements and components of work done by PEN’s member local education funds to foster community and parental involvement.  Puriefoy also will make recommendations regarding the importance of community engagement and parental involvement that can be included in the re-authorization of the No Child Left Behind Act.
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 79 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.
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