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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:  Mary Stanik, Director of Communications, 202-628-7460, ext. 258, MStanik@PublicEducation.org.  Please contact Stanik directly for the complete forum agenda.
PEN TO ASK “DO AMERICANS CARE IF POLITICIANS CARE ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION?” MARCH 26
WASHINGTON – (March 21, 2007) – Public Education Network (PEN) will convene a bipartisan panel of pundits, pollsters, and political advisors March 26 to explore ways in which public education can be positioned as a key national election issue.
The forum, entitled “Do Americans Care if Politicians Care About Public Education?” will be held between 9 a.m. and noon in the Great Hall of The Gallup Organization, 901 F St. NW, Washington.

Forum co-chairs are Richard W. Riley, former U.S. Secretary of Education and former governor of South Carolina and Thomas H. Kean, co-chair, National Commission on Terrorist Attacks upon the United States and former governor of New Jersey.  Forum panelists are:  Jonathan Alter, senior editor, Newsweek and contributing correspondent, NBC News; Ed Goeas, president and CEO, The Tarrance Group; Celinda Lake, president, Lake Research; Jim Margolis, senior partner, GMMB; Jay Mathews, education columnist, Washington Post; and, Frank Newport, editor-in-chief, The Gallup Poll.  The forum will be moderated by Jerry Zremski, president of the National Press Club and Washington bureau chief of the Buffalo (N.Y.) News.
Discussion topics will include:  how much does the American public care about public education; how do Americans get candidates for political office to move public education to the top of their agendas; can public education become a major policy issue for voters in the next election cycle; and, how can the media be made to cover public education as an election issue.

The forum is co-sponsored by The Gallup Organization.
ABOUT PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK

Public Education Network (PEN) is a national organization of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education in low-income communities across the nation.  PEN believes that public education is the cornerstone of our democratic way of life.  PEN seeks to strengthen public education, and opposes policies and practices that detract from high academic achievement for all children.  PEN and its 79 members work in 33 states and the District of Columbia, in nearly 1,600 school districts serving more than 11 million children or approximately 22 percent of the nation’s public school population.  PEN recently launched a national campaign entitled “Give Kids Good Schools” (http://www.GiveKidsGoodSchools.org) to guarantee a quality public education for every child in the U.S.  The campaign urges Americans to use their voices and their votes on behalf of public education.  For more information about the campaign and PEN, visit:  www.PublicEducation.org.
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