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Public Education Network 16th Annual Conference
Examines the Transformation of Public Education 
by Local Education Funds 

November 6, 2006, Washington, DC ─ What makes local education funds (LEFs) indispensable to public school improvement? LEFs nationally have spurred dramatic improvement in low performing schools and led to increased teacher quality, expanded professional development initiatives and greater public demand for superior student outcomes. 
Public Education Network’s 16th annual conference, November 12-14, 2006 at the Fairmont Hotel in Washington, DC, focuses on these and other issues during Local Education Funds: Leading Transformation in Education. 
The conference will address strengthening relationships of public schools with parents, taxpayers, and key civic, business, legislative and philanthropic partners. The conference will examine and promote proven strategies for increasing public responsibility for public education. 
Keynote presenters include: 
· Madeleine Albright, the first female U.S. Secretary of State 
· Diane Ravitch, author, research Professor of Education at NY University, senior fellow, Brookings Institution, and senior fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford University; 
· Geoffrey Canada, named one of "America's Best Leaders" by U.S. News and World Report and an expert on issues concerning violence, children and community redevelopment. 
For a complete schedule and list of sessions, go to:

http://www.publiceducation.org/events.asp
Public Education Network (PEN) is a national association of local education funds and individuals working to advance public school reform in low-income communities across the country. Our network of LEFs operates in 34 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, serving 11.5 million students— 22 percent of America’s public school population—in 18,000 schools in more than 1,600 school districts in low-income areas. PEN's international affiliates serve over 7,000,000 children in Mexico, Peru and the Philippines. 
PEN seeks to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education for all children. PEN believes community engagement is the missing ingredient in school reform, and that the level of public involvement ultimately determines the quality of education provided by public schools.

Annually, PEN bestows the “Crossing the River Jordan” award and honors individuals who have significantly contributed to educational opportunities for poor and disadvantaged children. This year’s honoree is Virgil Roberts, a partner in the law firm of Bobbitt & Roberts in Santa Monica, CA and chairman emeritus of the board of the California Community Foundation, as well as a board member of PEN and former board chair of the Los Angeles Education Partnership, later renamed the Urban Education Partnership. The ceremony will be held during the host reception on Sunday, November 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Homer Building Atrium, 601 13th Street, NW. (Metro Center, 13th Street exit). 

For more information about PEN, 

visit http://www.PublicEducation.org
