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AMERICANS SAY EDUCATION SHOULD BE THE TOP PRIORITY 

FOR LOCAL LEADERS 

New campaign – Give Kids Good Schools – aims to empower Americans and provide tools and information needed to help improve our nation’s public schools 

WASHINGTON, DC— In a recent national poll released today, the American public said public education is the number one issue local leaders should address, edging out health care, the economy and fears of terrorism at the local level. The poll was released at the launch of Give Kids Good Schools, a campaign aimed at helping the public improve America’s public schools. Give Kids Good Schools is sponsored by Public Education Network, a non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to quality public education for all children.

The same poll indicates that 84 percent of the American public believes the quality of public schools has stayed the same or declined over the past five years. The poll of 1900 adults was conducted by Lake Research Partners and has a margin of error of +/- 2.3 percent. 
“When it comes to the importance of improving our public schools, Americans do get it,” said Wendy D. Puriefoy, president of the Public Education Network. “They want to make a difference, but they don’t feel like they know what to do. Give Kids Good Schools will offer the American public the information and power they need to make public education a priority on Election Day and every day.”

Give Kids Good Schools is a multi-year campaign that intends to build a constituency of Americans who will use their voices and votes to achieve the goal of quality public education for all children. A new Web site, GiveKidsGoodSchools.org, will help the public stay informed about issues that impact public schools and provide ideas for taking action to improve public schools in the community. The Web site will be a central resource for information, facts and materials about public schools and will provide easy to use materials such as:

· FAQs About Public Schools: The Web site includes answers to commonly asked questions about public schools in the U.S.

· How is My School Doing? A partnership with SchoolMatters.com will allow individuals to find information about their local school districts on our site.

· Tips to Start Public School Conversations: Questions to ask school boards, principals, teachers and students are provided. 
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At the heart of the campaign will be Give Kids Good Schools Week, to be held October 16-22 this year. During this week, PEN’s constituency of Local Education Funds (LEFs) and other partners will help to engage the public at the local level in grassroots activities. Community conversations, education forums, and other locally-driven events will provide opportunities for individuals to take action and discuss new ideas about what communities can do to give kids good schools. At GiveKidsGoodSchools.org, individuals can find out what is happening in their state or they can use online toolkits and materials to plan their own event or show their support during the Week. 

As chronicled this week in PARADE magazine, public engagement can make the difference in local public schools. The stories highlighted in the article demonstrate that when individuals make a commitment to their public schools and all sectors of the community are engaged, schools can show measurable improvement. 

“In reporting this story, we saw first hand the impact communities can have on their public schools,” said Lee Kravitz, editor-in-chief, PARADE magazine. “Groups of dedicated, hard-working people have found inventive ways to turn their schools around and have built a strong foundation, not only for their students, but for the future health of their communities.”

“Involving the public in our public schools and creating community ownership has been tremendously beneficial,” said Carolyn Akers, executive director of Mobile Area Education Foundation, from Mobile, Alabama, one of the communities profiled in PARADE. “Our public schools are better and our community is stronger because of the real commitment to quality public education.”

Give Kids Good Schools also released a public service announcement campaign. The television, radio, print, and Internet public service announcements will run throughout the country now through Give Kids Good Schools Week in October and beyond. 

“There are many public schools that are working because of their communities’ commitments to making public schools the best they can be,” said Puriefoy. “But we want ALL children in the United States to receive a quality public education no matter where they live. We need to spread the word that individuals have the power to make a difference in their public schools, and the time to take action is now.”

###

Public Education Network (www.PublicEducation.org) is a national constituency of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to improve public schools and build public support for quality public education for poor and disadvantaged children in low-income communities across the nation. PEN and its 79 LEF members work in 34 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico on behalf of 11.5 million children in more than 16,000 schools, seeking to bring the community voice into the debate on quality public education in the firm belief that an active, vocal constituency will ensure every child, in every community, a quality public education. In addition, PEN’s international affiliates serve more than 7 million children in Mexico, Peru, and the Philippines.
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