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WENDY D. PURIEFOY, PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC EDUCATION NETWORK, COMMENTS ON CAMPAIGN TO ADDRESS DROPOUT CRISIS
Washington, D.C. - “School children across the United States should celebrate the rare occurrence of our nation’s attention turning to one of the most critical issues of our time – the state of our nation’s education system. Bill and Melinda Gates’ appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show, coupled with Time magazine’s cover story on the dropout crisis in the United States, demonstrates a growing acknowledgement that our nation’s public schools are not preparing all of our children for success in school … and in life.”

“The Public Education Network applauds Oprah Winfrey and Bill and Melinda Gates for strengthening the call to take action to improve our public schools. Achieving the goal of quality public education for every child in America will require every one of us – from parents and grandparents to community leaders and elected officials – to take action. We believe that community engagement is a critical element in improving public schools. We must inform and engage the public and hold our elected officials accountable. Only then can we make positive change in our schools and in our communities. The quality of our nation’s public schools, and the positions that elected leaders take on matters related to school improvement, should be the primary litmus test that voters use in choosing candidates in upcoming elections.”

“Our network of local education funds has been working in communities across the country for years to ensure that schools and districts have the knowledge, tools, and resources they need to create and maintain quality public schools and become informed education voters. Advocating tirelessly on behalf of public schools, they have made a positive impact on their public schools and their communities.”

“Only when our nation’s attention remains focused on public education will our fellow citizens and neighbors understand the issues and take action to improve schools for all children. At the Public Education Network, we will continue our work to ensure that the public remains informed of proven and effective school reform measures. We will also work tirelessly to mobilize and sustain public pressure on lawmakers, so they can be held accountable for decisions that deeply affect the lives of school children and the future economic and social vitality of our nation.”
###
Public Education Network (PEN) is a national association of local education funds (LEFs) and individuals working to advance public school reform in low-income communities across our country. PEN's mission is to build public demand and mobilize resources for quality public education for all children. http://www.PublicEducation.org                                                                                       
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